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character which must appear almost incredible to those who
did not know them familiarly.

"Whatever Grillparzer said about the three sisters was
told with the greatest simplicity, and not with any inten-
tion of praising them. Indeed, now and then there was a
slightly critical flavor about his remarks, and therefore
what he said was all the greater proof of his friendship
and admiration for them, and a weightier testimony to his
high value of their virtues than would have been enthusi-
astic praise, which, by the way, was foreign to his nature.

"Whenever, on subsequent occasions, our conversation
turned upon these ladies, his remarks breathed the same
sincere recognition of their merits, the same affection and
veneration, the same absolute truthfulness, which latter
quality characterized everything in and about him. He
hated artificiality and detested affectation. . Naturalness
and truth were his very life, and in this respect the sisters
were like him."

Grillparzer died peacefully in his armchair on the 21st
of January, 1872, shortly after the completion of his
eighty-first year,

He left his modest possessions to Katharina, and she
devoted the entire sum, together with her own savings and
the royalties from his plays and other writings, to the en-
dowment of a fund established by the poet in 1871, Its
income, the <fGrillparzer Prize," is awarded triennially to
the author of the best German play produced on the
Austrian or Gorman stage during the preceding three
years. Katharina died on the 3d of March, 1879. She
left the furniture and other belongings of the poet to the
city of Vienna. They are exhibited to the public in the-
